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Frank and Mabel Koenitzer-Sayles Memorial Scholarship Application

The Frank and Mabel Koenitzer-Sayles Foundation is pleased to announce the continuation of the competition for scholarships to be awarded to Jefferson West graduates.  Multiple  scholarships will be distributed over four (4) semesters.  The scholarship(s) are to be applied toward tuition costs, fees and books.  Scholarship payments will be made directly to the institute of higher education in the recipient’s name.

History of the Foundation:
The Koenitzer-Sayles Memorial Scholarship is given in memory of Mabel Koenitzer-Sayles and Frank Sayles.  Both lived in the Meriden community their entire lives.

Ms. Koenitzer attended the Milligan Elementary School – a one-room, eight-grade schoolhouse in the county.  She completed high school graduation exercises from Meriden High School in 1913, and then completed her two-year endorsement to teach in Kansas from Emporia Teachers College.

Ms. Koenitzer’s first teaching assignment was at Blue Mound Grammar School near Valley Falls in a one-room schoolhouse.  She later taught at the Milligan and Huber schools until she married Frank Sayles.

The Sayles were married in 1920.  Frank was also a native of the Meriden Community and farmed his entire life.  Three sons, Dale, Delbert and Edward (Jerry) were born to this family.  All three sons graduated from Meriden High School.  Many of their children have now graduated from Jefferson West High School.

Mrs. Sayles served on the Board of Education from 1935 through 1947.  During this time, she assisted in overseeing the construction of a new gymnasium and the remodeling of the high school.  Mabel was an active community member, having association with the Order of Eastern Star and the Evangelical United Brethren Church.

Mr. Delbert Sayles, the second son born to Frank and Mabel Koenitzer-Sayles, started giving scholarships in 1997 and established the Foundation in April 2000.  He was born in 1927 and attended Huber Elementary School and graduated in 1945 from Meriden High School.  He attended Washburn University in the fall of 1945 but withdrew because of medical concerns.  Mr. Sayles later returned to Washburn and graduated in 1953 with a degree in business administration and a minor degree in mathematics.

Following graduation from Washburn, he worked in Wichita, Kansas at the Boeing Aircraft Corporation as a cost accountant, data processor, and a program analyst for 17 years.  He retired in 1970 to the family farm and became an avid collector of antique farm equipment.
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His passing in November 2001 has left a great void in the Foundation; however, because of his family’s legacy and Mr. Sayles’ philanthropic desire to support youth, several graduating students from Jefferson West will receive a scholarship to continue their education.

Scholars are selected from the applicants who attend Jefferson West High School.

Students are welcome to apply for a scholarship in the spring prior to graduating from Jefferson West High School.  Applications may be secured from the high school counselor.  All scholarships are awarded in the spring during the school’s awards banquet program.

Applicants should show strength of character, enterprise, and personal initiative.  Special consideration will be given to those students who are unique, with a strong interest in school or community activities.  These well-rounded students need not be the highest academic achievers—but should exhibit enthusiasm, ambition, and all-around merit.  A major goal of the Foundation is to support exceptional young people and to inspire them to succeed in their chosen endeavors.

Furthermore, demonstrated financial need is a significant factor the Foundation will consider in selecting an individual as a Koenitzer-Sayles Scholar.

Student Selection Guidelines:

1. High school senior, currently attending Jefferson West Public High School

2. Must have at least a cumulative 3.25 Grade Point Average (GPA)

3. Must plan to enroll in a Kansas Regent sponsored college or university, Baker University or Washburn University
4. Must enroll as a full-time student with at least 12 units/hours of study for both the Fall and Spring semesters and maintain a 3.0 cumulative GPA.  Must successfully complete 12 units/hours of study each semester.
5. Must apply for financial aid using the current Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  FAFSA forms need to be on file with counselor no later than March  30th.  The FAFSA can be submitted via the Internet at www.fafsa.ed.gov.  Print the summary page of your FAFSA and include it with your application.
6. Write a personal statement, not to exceed one (1) page, describing the unique needs that qualify you for this scholarship.  Your statement must be handwritten.

7. Attach a copy of your high school academic transcript.
8. Deliver all items together (application, personal statement, summary page of your FAFSA, and high school transcript) to Amanda Rush, Counselor, Jefferson West High School on or before April 3rd at 3 p.m.
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Application Form

Name:____________________________________________________

Academic Achievements (Prioritize):

	1.
	4.

	2.
	5.

	3.
	6.


Awards (Prioritize):

	1.
	4.

	2.
	5.

	3.
	6.


School and Extracurricular Activities (Prioritize):

	1.
	4.

	2.
	5.

	3.
	6.


Community Service (Prioritize):

	1.
	4.

	2.
	5.

	3.
	6.


Location of University/College You are Planning to Attend:

Please attach one page, handwritten response.  Include your permanent home address, phone number, cell phone number, and e-mail address.  You are responsible for keeping your address current with the Foundation for any additional assistance that may become available.
All information collected as a part of the application process for the Frank and Mabel Koenitzer Sayles Scholarship will become the property of the Scholarship Committee, will be kept confidential, and will only be used by the Scholarship Selection Committee for the purpose of evaluating its contents in meeting scholarship selection criteria.

My signature below certifies that I have read and understand all the conditions and requirements of an applicant for the Frank and Mabel Koenitzer-Sayles Memorial Scholarship and that I meet all eligibility requirements.  Furthermore, I understand that release of the Spring 2013 scholarship is contingent upon me passing 12 semester units for Fall 2012 with at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA, and I will send documentation to the Foundation verifying this fact.
Student Signature:________________________________________________   Date:____________________

Parent’s Signature:_______________________________________________   Date:___________​​​_________

 School Counselor’s Signature:______________________________________________

